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Without reading any of the text (see page2), look at the layout of the text and note 
some of its features. What type of text do you think this is? Where might it have come 
from?   

 
Before reading the text, look at questions 1, 2, 3 and 4.   
 

Question 1 
According to the text, Angkor’s water system at its peak was 

 able to adapt to changing conditions. 

 based on weak design principles. 

 over-engineered and costly. 

 complex and efficient. 

 

Question 2 
According to the Greater Angkor Project research, why did Angkor’s rice growing 
economy fail? 

 Irrigation canals clogged up. 

 Rice crops became diseased. 

 Monsoonal floods increased. 

 Destructive rock falls occurred. 

 

Question 3 
The title of the text is Water warning in Angkor ruins. 

What warning is provided by the Angkor experience? 

 Too much water can lead to the decline of a city. 

 Water supply systems can spread disease in cities. 

 Controlled water supply is essential for a city’s survival. 

 Water management systems can be sabotaged by invasions. 

 

Question 4 
The main purpose of this text is to 

 announce the launch of the Greater Angkor Project. 

 report research findings about the decline of Angkor. 

 examine several theories about why Angkor was abandoned. 

 Explain how Angkor engineers constructed water supply structures. 

 

Shade one 
bubble. 
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Read the text, Water warning in Angkor ruins.  
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After reading, work with a partner or in a small group (as directed by your teacher), 
and choose the correct answer for questions 1 – 4. Fill in the box below. Your group 
must reach agreement on an answer for each question. Support your choice by 
looking for evidence in the text. 
 

Question  Correct 
Answer Evidence from the text  

1   
 
 

2   
 
 

3   
 
 

4   
 
 

 
 


