
Margaret River SHS

Upper School Pathways
 Transition to Year 11,WACE and 

WASSA





• MAP MULTIPLE PATHWAYS TO SUCCESS

• FEEL CONFIDENT ABOUT SUBJECT DECISIONS

• KNOW HOW CHOICES PREPARE YOU FOR YOUR 
PREFERRED FUTURE.

OUR AIM



Pathway Planning
(WHY)

Vs
Course Selection

(WHAT)



Western Australian 
Certificate of 

Education

What is 
W.A.C.E?





Western Australian 
Statement of Student 

Achievement

What is a
W.A.S.S.A?





SCSA

All courses that are studied at school in Year 11 and 12 
are registered ,monitored and accredited with the 
School Curriculum and Standards Authority (SCSA)

SCSA will produce the Western Australian Statement 
of Student Achievement (WASSA) to all Year 12 
students at the completion of their Secondary 
Schooling

The Western Australian Certificate of Education 
(WACE) is the final certification.
https://scsa.wa.edu.au/publications/wace-manual

https://scsa.wa.edu.au/publications/wace-manual
https://scsa.wa.edu.au/publications/wace-manual
https://scsa.wa.edu.au/publications/wace-manual


Pass OLNA (or Pre-qualify with 
NAPLAN)

Complete minimum 20 Units  (or 
equivalent) over 2/3 Years.

Achieve 14 "C" Grades overall
6 "C" Grades in year 12.

Complete 2 Units of English Year 11 
and in Year 12

Complete course from List A and 
List B in
Year 12

Year 12 Complete
4 ATAR or

5 ATAR/General or
Cert II or higher + Gen/ATAR

How to get a WACE?



WACE

Literacy and Numeracy Standard (OLNA)

Reach Level 3 in OLNA Numeracy, Reading and 
Writing (by October in Year 12)
Or 
Pre-qualify for these standards from NAPLAN



WACE

Minimum Course Completion

Equivalent of minimum 20 Units of Study 
over year 11 and 12
(may include some year 10 Credit (e.g. TAFE 
Certificate)
10 Units must be credited in year 12.



WACE

Minimum Achievement Standard

14 ‘C’ Grades (or above) over Year 11 and 12.
(must have 6 ‘C’ Grades in Year 12)

(These can include VET Courses and Endorsed 
Courses, we will go through later. No more 

than 8 unit equivalents)



WACE

English Achievement

Completion of 4 units of English
2 in Year 11
2 in Year 12.
Must attain “C” grade in pair of English units



WACE

Breadth of Study

Complete a course from List A (Humanities, 
English, Arts)
And
List B (Science, Maths, Technologies)



WACE
Types of Courses

Students are expected to complete:

 At least 4 Year 12 ATAR courses 

or At least 5 Year 12 General courses 
and/or ATAR or equivalent OR

 Certificate II(or higher)qualification in a 
combination with ATAR, General and Endorsed.



These all count towards WACE achievement.

Upper School Course Information - Margaret River Senior High School

COURSES STUDENTS 
CAN STUDY

WACE Courses:
General and ATAR

V.E.T. 
Certificates

Endorsed 
Programs

https://margaretrivershs.wa.edu.au/upper-school-course-information/
https://margaretrivershs.wa.edu.au/upper-school-course-information/
https://margaretrivershs.wa.edu.au/upper-school-course-information/


What types of courses are there?
– ATAR courses – for students who are aiming to 

go directly from school to university will need to 
sit an external exam which will get them an 
ATAR (Australian Tertiary Admissions Rank).

– General courses – for students aiming to enter 
further training or the workforce straight from 
school. These have one externally set task in 
year 12 for moderation.

– Course Presentation Night – Tues May 19th



What other programs are there?
• Vocational Education and Training (VET):
    Nationally accredited Certificate II,lllor IV qualification                
    in school delivery/ TAFE offsite delivery.

• School Based Traineeships
• School Based Apprenticeships 
• Endorsed programs contribute to WACE address areas 

of learning not covered by other SCSA courses.

In-depth Parent Information Night Wednesday June 3rd

General Pathway students are strongly encouraged to do a Certificate 
Qualification to assist with transition to work or further study.



What’s Next?
Term 2 students will be undertaking a range of 
activities to refine their choices. 

➢ Class activities including review of 

achievement and habits so far

➢ Investigations of options.

➢ Discussion with current teachers about 

recommendations and standards

➢ Discussions with parents about pathways

➢ Get ready for applications to courses, TAFE, 

VET Certificates or external opportunities.





• Consider the pathways

• Select courses students are good at 
and enjoy (you will be working on 
these for 2 years).

THE RIGHT WAY TO
CHOOSE SUBJECTS



THE RIGHT WAY TO
CHOOSE SUBJECTS…

• Be realistic about current 
results

• Know what students are 
signing up for (read the 
course information) 
https://margaretrivershs.wa.edu.au/upper-school/

https://margaretrivershs.wa.edu.au/upper-school/
https://margaretrivershs.wa.edu.au/upper-school/
https://margaretrivershs.wa.edu.au/upper-school/


THE RIGHT WAY TO
CHOOSE SUBJECTS…

• Balance the workload.
• Keep options open (allow for several 

paths).
• Seek guidance from allies (teachers, 

parents, significant adults).
• Know university requirements



THE WRONG WAY TO PICK 
SUBJECTS.

•  Think the subject will be ‘easy’

•  Like the teacher

• For "prestige" or to impress others

• To be in the same class as friends





Upper School Course Information - Margaret River Senior High School

https://margaretrivershs.wa.edu.au/upper-school-course-information/
https://margaretrivershs.wa.edu.au/upper-school-course-information/
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CAREER TOOLS  -
 www.margaretrivershscareers.com.au

http://www.margaretrivershscareers.com.au


CAREER TOOLS  -
 www.margaretrivershscareers.com.au



CAREER TOOLS  -
 www.margaretrivershscareers.com.au



School isn't just 
about academics. 

Develop skills and 
learning in extra 

curricula, sports, arts, 
or community activities.

Build a personal 
work brand.







Your initial selections WILL impact the 
final courses that run.



Pathway Planning Timeline

• May 19 and June 3 - Parent Information Nights
• May and June Year 10 Presentations in-class including 

pathways and course options
• May – Course Information Booklet Online
• July 19 - EDVAL Course Selection Portal Open
• July 19 - TAFE Application Portal Open
• July 30 – Reporting Day and Course Selection Interviews 

(students and Parents)
• August 12 External TAFE Applications Close
• Term 3 Initial Selections, Timetabling and Re-counselling
• Term 4 Final Grid and Courses







PATHWAY HELP

Danielle Sherlock  – Senior School Deputy

Michelle Miller – HOLA Careers and VET

Leah Russell – Year Coordinator Yr. 10.

Sue Buckland – Workplace Learning (WPL) 

Coordinator

Michael Wheeler – Student Service Manger 10-12

 (Plus HOLA's, teachers and student services 

team members)



QUESTIONS ?
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